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 STUDHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF VIRTUAL PARISH MEETING 
HELD 

TUESDAY 4TH MAY 2021 @ 7 PM 

 

 Councillors Present: Bob Wilkin (BW), Mark Poyner (MP), Mohammed Rashid (MR), Geoff Shute (GS), 
Chrys Smith (CS), Lynne Smith (LS) & Alan Wright (AW). 
Ward Councillor Eddie Perry (EP) (arrived 8.33pm)  
Also, in attendance: 
 4 members of public (mop).   
Clerk - Julie Cooper (JC) 

 

1.  Apologies for absence. 
Kevin Collins. 

 

2.  To elect a Chairman for the ensuing year. 
CS Proposed Bob Wilkin.  
LS Seconded. 
Resolved. 

 

3.  Declaration of Office – Chairman. 
BW will sign acceptance of the post, to be countersigned by Vice-Chairman. 

 

4.  To elect a Vice-Chair for the ensuing year. 
CS Proposed Mark Poyner. 
BW Seconded.  
Resolved. 

 

5.  To appoint portfolio holders for the ensuing year. 
To remain, except – Welcome Pack - BW Proposed Lynne Smith, CS Seconded. Resolved. 
Village Parking – GS has been responsible up to the current position. CS offered to take the Highways 
element if GS retains contact with the Commons. BW Propose as shared responsibility. LS Seconded. MP 
suggested that this may, at times require a sub- committee to assist. Resolved. 

 

6.  To appoint Standing Committees – if required. 
None required at this time. 

 

7.  Declarations of interest. 
CS – Gates & Bollards, Chapel Parking & School Corner. 
LS – Gates & Bollards, Chapel parking & Church Mead development. 

 

8.  Public question time. 
Ref. Item 15 b) 50 Holywell Road. Neighbour concerns, front extension, less than 2 metres between 
properties, loss of light and view of brick walls at both levels, drains may be an issue, side access directly 
outside kitchen window, numerous large vehicles already parked on drive and roadway. Proposed 
hedgerow removal. Proposal gives approx. 25% increase on existing. Side doorway. MP thanked 
neighbours for their input, it is always very helpful to aid the PC’s response. 

 

9.  Matters for the Ward Councillors. 
Postponed for arrival of EP. Revised post item 15 d) 
✓ CS reminded EP about concerns over HGV’s. 
✓ Spoken to KC regarding Church Mead development. It is felt that in along with residents’ bungalows 

would be better received, assured property was marketed. EP happy to ‘call in’ if appropriate. MP 
advised that the PC understand that the initial application will be rejected.  

✓ Knoll House has been held back due to residents’ concerns over noise. Not now going to DMC awaiting 
additional information regarding noise issues. 

✓ Additional grants are now becoming available which might be helpful for the Village Hall. 

 

10.  To consider the minutes of the virtual meeting held on 12th April 2021. 
The minutes were accepted as a true record of the meeting. 
There were no matters arising therefrom, other than those on the agenda for this meeting. 

 

11.  To consider any matters arising from the Annual Parish Meeting held on 12th April 2021 
Drains – CS has this on her list for discussion with CBC. 
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Knoll House – decision has been delayed. 
There were no other matters arising from this meeting. 

12.  Report of the Chairman – Councillor Wilkin.  
a) Gates and bollards – Letter sent to representative to formally request removal of gates and bollards 

prior to a specific date (21st May). If this is not undertaken the PC will take legal action. This was coped 
to CBC. To date there has been no response.   

b) Great British Spring Clean – between 28th May and 5th June an effort to ensure the area is as tidy as 
possible. BW wished to determine whether there is a will to enable this in Studham. There are already 
residents who undertake litter picking. CS concerned that many roads have no footpaths. LS feels the 
area is relatively well cared for. MP suggested many people maintain their own area. Suggest Link 
article to highlight and encourage residents to do so if it is safe to do so. Resident – Young Farmers in 
the past have undertaken a Spring Clean, clearing the White Lion at the Zoo, so doesn’t necessarily 
have to be street scene. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13.  To consider the minutes of the virtual planning meeting held on 22nd March 2021 
The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting. There were no matters arising therefrom. 

 

14.  To consider the minutes of the virtual planning meeting held on 19th April 2021 
The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting. There were no matters arising therefrom. 

 

15.  Report of the Vice-Chairman – Councillor Poyner. 
a) Review and Confirm Planning Response Letters to Central Bedfordshire Council re: 

CB/21/01017/FULL – Mile Barn Farm, Hemel Hempstead Road, Dagnall, Berkhamstead. HP4 1QR. MP 
has circulated draft response, which in brief, does not support this application. It is noted within that 
response that several other organisations have objected. MP explained why the response is so detailed. 
All Councillors approved this be submitted by MP as author.  
CB/21/01316/FULL – Land to rear of 48 Church Road, Studham LU6 2QA. MP has circulated a draft 
response which is not supportive of this application. He explained a number of issues highlighted not 
least the access issues around Church Close. NO VSC, not appropriate. Homes I gardens have not 
normally been permitted by CBC. All Councillors approved this to be submitted by MP as author. 

b) New planning applications.  
CB/21/01227/FULL – Oaklea, 8 Oakway, Studham. LU6 2PE 
Single and part two storey rear extension and open porch. Large extension to rear, most of first floor 
however is a void. Ground floor circa 40% increase, replacing velux style windows with dormer. Large 
rear garden. Not encroaching on the neighbours however concerns that  first floor study area has side 
facing windows which may have privacy issues onverlooking neighbouring properties. Broadly 
acceptable.  
  
CB/21/01425/FULL- 50 Holywell Road, Studham, Dunstable, LU6 2PD  
Two storey front and side extension, single storey front garage extension. 
General consensus is that the proposal brings some uniformity to the design, Significant extension on 
top of previous extensions. Resident voiced their concerns however only one of these is a planning 
concern.  
 
CB/21/01018/FULL - Gade Plas, Hemel Hempstead Road, Dagnall, Berkhamsted, HP4 1QR 
Construction of an orangery to the rear of the building. It was noted that a number of small extensions 
have been made over the years. 517sqfat rear of property. It is not visible from the road. No material 
concerns. JC to respond. 

EP arrived 8.33pm 
CB/20/04773/FULL – Greenwood, 15 Oakway, Studham. LU6 2PE 
Proposed new garden pavilion to be located at the rear of the garden, to be used as a gym/recreational 
area. (Revised floor plans and elevations). The previous design has been significantly reduced, extension 
overlooking their own garden not neighbour.  It was noted that a LDCE application has now been 
submitted. No issues with studio. MP proposed that the neighbour be informed of the fact that the PC 
has been consulted and deliberated about the changes.  
CB/21/01516/FULL - 10 Holywell Close, Studham, Dunstable, LU6 2PB 
Ground floor rear extension, front infill with new open porch, garage conversion, opening modifications, 
two front dormer windows and three new roof lights. AW advised that he has been contacted by 
neighbours to the property who have no concerns. No material concerns. JC to respond. 

c) Telephone Mast – No updates. MP will chase CITL ahead of July meeting. 
d) Clements End Farm – Presentation was helpful but no further information. MP will follow up with Kevin 

McBride. MP & BW will review agricultural development rights. 
e) Other Matters –  

i. Section 106 money and possible balances available no update. 
ii. Gardener contract – contract has finally been completed. Clerk to organize standing orders and 

notify the unsuccessful applicants. 
 EP left the meeting at 9.08pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JC 
 
 
 
 
 
MP 
 
 
 
 
MP 
/BW 
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16.  REPORT of Councillor Rashid 
a) Asset register – Still waiting for Councillors to verify assets owned. Most benches, litter bins & dog bins 

can be removed as belong to CBC. The footpath – should the PC have evidence that path has been 
checked for safety. BW will reevaluate. 

b) Crime – Nothing to report. 
c) Community Fibre Broadband – Nothing to report. 

 

17.  REPORT OF Councillor Shute. 
a) Footpath 1 Improvement Plan – Very pleased with Robin Richardson for progressing the works and take 

up of s106 funds. 
b) FOSC- Circulated draft policy, no adverse comments from any Councillor. 

 

18.  REPORT OF Councillor C. Smith. 
a) Highways – Damage following winds – highways / paths to fix my street. Walkabout date not yet set. 

Road sign still not been repaired in Oakway. 
b) Playing Fields – grant funding details passed on. 
c) Sports & Social Club - Cleaning party this weekend. 

 

19.  REPORT OF Councillor L. Smith. 
Village Hall – Floor now laid. Few snagging items to be completed. Need to decide on and order 
replacement curtains. Blackout lining / fireproof. No news on roof repairs. DS looking for grant funding. 

 

20.  REPORT OF Councillor Wright. 
a) Defibrillator – Delayed promotion of emergency response volunteers as it is complicated by having 3 

units in varying locations. It can still be organized but it but there will be a cost for set up and annual 
fee. BW proposed we pursue this, seconded by MP. Resolved. 

b) Website -  

 

21.  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (Distributed). 
New reports from software have been circulated ahead of the meeting, 
Request for approval of these payments, relating to April 2021 expenses. BW proposed, CS Seconded. 
RESOLVED. 

 

22.  BUDGET STATEMENT PERIOD 1 (Distributed). 
The budget statement was circulated to show the position to date.  
BW has queried the actual budget plan figures which need to be resolved. 

 
 
Clerk 

23.  CORRESPONDENCE.  
✓ The Open Spaces Society - Request for additional financial support of a new campaign. BW proposed 

that as had been agreed previously an additional sum should be made at a date later in the year. MP 
Proposed we make payment next meeting.  

✓ Film Company have contacted the PC regarding upcoming road closures later in the year. CS has agreed 
to be liaising Councillor. 

 

24.  REPORT OF CLERK. 
Request to appoint Ray Foster to undertake internal audit .Agreed. 
AGAR Section 2 to be completed/proposed etc. for financial annual return. = To be delegated and formally 
approved at July meeting. 

 

25.  REVIEW ONGOING ACTIONS LIST.  
BW circulated ahead of the meeting.  

 

26.  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT PARISH LINK. 
Spring Clean, request for tables to be returned, horses and cycles on footpaths, bonfires & barbecues. 

 

27.  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA. 
Standing Orders and Policies for review. 

 

 

28.  DATE AND TIME OF FUTURE MEETINGS. 
No June meeting as virtual meetings will no longer be permitted. 
Monday 5th July 2021 @ 7pm at The Village Hall. 
 

Meeting closed 10.27pm  

 


